Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Sunday Collect:

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Isaiah 45:11-13, 18-19
Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and the one who formed him:

“Ask me of things to come; will you command me concerning my children and the
work of my hands? I made the earth and created man on it; it was my hands that
stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their host.

I have stirred him up in righteousness, and I will make all his ways level; he shall build
my city and set my exiles free, not for price or reward,” says the Lord of hosts.

For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth
and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!):

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; I
did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain.” I the Lord speak the truth; I
declare what is right.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Pegple: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 33:18-22 Exultate, justi

18  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,*
on those who hope in his steadfast love,

19 that he may deliver their soul from death*
and keep them alive in famine.

20 Our soul waits for the LORD;*
he is our help and our shield.

21 For our heart is glad in him *
because we trust in his holy name.

22 Letyour steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,*
even as we hope in you.

We sing together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.



Second Lesson: 1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God

and knows God.

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever
loves God must also love his brother.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Pegple: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: John 15:9-17
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known
to you.

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
These things I command you, so that you will love one another.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
Peogple: Praise to you, Lord Christ



