The Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

Preaching: Matt Traylor
Celebrant: Chris Stroup
Deacon: Mark Summers

Collect of the Day:

O Lotd, our heavenly Father, keep your household the Church
continually in your true religion, that we who trust in the hope of
your heavenly grace may always be defended by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.



First Lesson: 2 Kings 22:8-20

And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have
found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah
gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And Shaphan the secretary
came to the king, and reported to the king, “Your servants have
emptied out the money that was found in the house and have
delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of
the house of the Lord.” Then Shaphan the secretary told the king,
“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read 1t before
the king.

When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his
clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the
secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, “Go, inquire of the
Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the
words of this book that has been found. For great 1s the wrath of the
Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not obeyed
the words of this book, to do according to all that is written
concerning us.”

So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and
Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son
of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in
Jerusalem in the Second Quarter), and they talked with her. And she
said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: “Tell the man
who sent you to me, Thus says the Lord, Behold, I will bring disaster
upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the book
that the king of Judah has read. Because they have forsaken me and
have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to
anger with all the work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be



kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. But to the king
of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall you say to
him, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that
you have heard, because your heart was penitent, and you humbled
yourself before the Lord, when you heard how I spoke against this
place and against its inhabitants, that they should become a
desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept
before me, I also have heard you, declares the Lord. Therefore,
behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to
your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I

will bring upon this place.” And they brought back word to the king.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Pegple: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 27

1

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? *
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?

When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, *
my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; *
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life, *

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his
temple.

For he will hide me 1n his shelter in the day of trouble; he will
conceal me under the cover of his tent; *
he will lift me high upon a rock.

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all
around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of
joy; *

I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; *
be gracious to me and answer me!



We sing together: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.



Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and
my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to
pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this
age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory. But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely
given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those
who are spiritual.



The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual person judges all
things, but 1s himself to be judged by no one. “For who has

understood the mind of the LLord so as to instruct him?”’ But we have
the mind of Christ.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand,
and 1t gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who 1s in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass
from the Law until all 1s accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



