The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Collect

O God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd of your people: Grant
that, when we hear his voice, we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and

reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Nehemiah 9:6-15

“You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that
is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships
you. You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of
Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. You found his heart
faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to give to his offspring
the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite,
and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.

“And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the
Red Sea, and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his
servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they acted
arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to
this day. And you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the
midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a
stone into mighty waters. By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by
a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go.
You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave
them right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, and you
made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them
commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. You gave
them bread from heaven for their hunger and brought water for them out of
the rock for their thirst, and you told them to go in to possess the land that
you had sworn to give them.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. *
He leads me beside still waters.

3 He restores my soul. *
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; *
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life *
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

We sing together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As 1t was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.



Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:13-25

Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to
the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who
do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by
doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. Live as
people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living
as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honor the emperor.

Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good
and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful
of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if,
when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and
suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin,
neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile
in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the
tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: John 10:1-10

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who
enters by the door 1s the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper
opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them,
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did
not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



