
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
Collect 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in 
our hearts the love of your Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us 
with all goodness, and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



First Lesson: Judges 6:1-6, 11-16 

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord 
gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian 
overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for 
themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the 
strongholds. For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and 
the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 
They would encamp against them and devour the produce of the land, as far 
as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. For 
they would come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come 
like locusts in number — both they and their camels could not be counted 
— so that they laid waste the land as they came in. And Israel was brought 
very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to 
the Lord.  
 
Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out 
wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man 
of valor.” And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is with us, 
why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds 
that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of 
Midian.” And the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours 
and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” And he said to 
him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” And the Lord said to 
him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.” 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.              
People:  Thanks be to God.  



Psalm 69:1-8 

1  Save me, O God! * 
 For the waters have come up to my neck.  
  
2  I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold; * 
   I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me.  
  
3  I am weary with my crying out; my throat is parched. * 
   My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.  
  
4  More in number than the hairs of my head are those who hate me 

without cause; * 
 mighty are those who would destroy me, those who attack me 

with lies.  
 
 What I did not steal * 
 must I now restore?  
  
5  O God, you know my folly; * 
 the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you.  
  
6  Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, O Lord 

God of hosts; * 
   let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, 

O God of Israel.  
  
7  For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach, * 
 that dishonor has covered my face.  
  
8  I have become a stranger to my brothers, * 
 an alien to my mother’s sons.  
  
We say together: 
 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  



Second Lesson: Romans 5:15b-19 

For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of 
God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 
many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man’s 
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man Jesus Christ.  
 
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous.  
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  



Gospel: Matthew 10:16-33 

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you 
over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the 
Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to 
speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in 
that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and 
you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for 
truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes.  
 
“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is 
enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. 
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household.  
 
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 
hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, 
and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even 
the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever 
denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.  
 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
 


