The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

O God, your never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven
and on earth: Put away from us all hurtful things, and give us those things
that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: 1 Kings 18:1-2, 17-21

After many days the word of the Lord came to Eljjah, in the third year,
saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” So
Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria.

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?”
And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your fathet’s
house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and
followed the Baals. Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount
Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who
eat at Jezebel’s table.”

So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at
Mount Carmel. And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long
will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God,
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer
him a word.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Peogple: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 89:1-8

1 I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; *
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all
generations.

2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; *

in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”

3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *
I have sworn to David my servant:

4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, *
and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah

5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, *
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!

6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? *
Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,

7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, *
and awesome above all who are around him?

8 O Lord God of hosts, who 1s mighty as you are, O Lord, *
with your faithfulness all around you?

We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: James 5:13-18

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him
sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord
will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it 1s
working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently
that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on
the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its
fruit.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 10:34-42

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come
to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever
loves father or mother more than me 1s not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever recetves me receives him
who sent me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person
because he is a righteous person will recetve a righteous person’s reward.
And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because
he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



