The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises,
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: 1 Samuel 17:1-11, 32-37

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle. And they were gathered
at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and
Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered,
and encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle against the
Philistines. And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and
Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them.
And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named
Goliath of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. He had a helmet of
bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of
the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. And he had bronze armor on
his legs, and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. The shaft of his
spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred
shekels of iron. And his shield-bearer went before him. He stood and
shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for
battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man
for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he 1s able to fight with me
and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill
him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” And the Philistine said, “I
dety the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight together.”
When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were
dismayed and greatly afraid.

And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him. Your
servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “You
are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a
youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.” But David said to
Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came
a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after him and struck
him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught
him by his beard and struck him and killed him. Your servant has struck
down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one
of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” And David said,
“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of



the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to
David, “Go, and the Lord be with you!”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Pegple: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 86:1-7, 14-17
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Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, *
for I am poor and needy.

Preserve my life, for I am godly; *
save your servant, who trusts in you—you are my God.

Be gracious to me, O Lord, *
for to you do I cry all the day.

Gladden the soul of your servant, *
for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, *
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; *
listen to my plea for grace.

In the day of my trouble I call upon you, *
for you answer me.

O God, insolent men have risen up against me; *
a band of ruthless men seeks my life, and they do not set you
before them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, *
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Turn to me and be gracious to me; *
give your strength to your servant, and save the son of your
maidservant.



17 Show me a sign of your favor, that those who hate me may see and

be put to shame *
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 10:1-5

I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ — I
who am humble when face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am
away! — I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show
boldness with such confidence as I count on showing against some who
suspect us of walking according to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh,
we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge
of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ. . .”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 34-43

He put another parable before them, saying, ““The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed 1n his field, but while his men
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also. And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have
weeds?” He said to them, ‘“An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to
him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he said, ‘No, lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.” > ”

All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing
to them without a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet:

“I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since
the foundation of the world.”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He
answered, ““The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is
the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the
sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The
harvest 1s the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.



Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



