The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may 1n all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Exodus 3:1-12

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of
Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush
was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to
see this great sight, why the bush 1s not burned.” When the Lord saw that he
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And
he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he
said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God.

Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are
in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold,
the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to
Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring
the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Pegple: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 103:6-14

6  The Lord works righteousness *
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses, *
his acts to the people of Israel.
8  The Lord is merciful and gracious, *
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9  He will not always chide, *
nor will he keep his anger forever.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, *
not repay us according to our iniquities.
11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, *
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west, *
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
13 As a father shows compassion to his children, *
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
14  For he khows our frame; *
he remembers that we are dust.
We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: Hebrews 11:23-29

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not
afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of
the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who 1s invisible. By faith
he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the
firstborn might not touch them.

By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same, were drowned.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Peogple: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not
pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that
he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.
But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him,
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and
put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned
him and said to him, “You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



