The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things
heavenly; and even now, as we live among things that are passing away, to
hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-11

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no

ry >
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price.

Why do you spend your money for that which 1s not bread, and your labor
for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me;

hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for
the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a
nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your

God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return
to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. “For as the
rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 36:5-12

5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, *
your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; *

your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you
save, O Lord.

7 How precious 1s your steadfast love, O God! *
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your
wings.

8 They feast on the abundance of your house, *

and you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the fountain of life; *
in your light do we see light.

10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, *
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!

11 Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me, *
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12 There the evildoers lie fallen; *
they are thrust down, unable to rise.

We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: Romans 8:31-39

What then shall we say to these things? If God 1s for us, who can be against
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will
he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge
against God’s elect? It 1s God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus
is the one who died — more than that, who was raised — who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep
to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else 1n all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: John 4:1-30

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not
baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.
And he had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was
there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the
well. It was about the sixth hour.

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samariar” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty
or have to come here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you
now have 1s not your husband. What you have said 1s true.” The woman said
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem 1s the place where people ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour i1s coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.



You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation 1s from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 1s
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming (he who 1s called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us
all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?” So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to
the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
Peogple: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



