The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life:
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that,
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Ezekiel 47:6b-12

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. As I went back, I saw on the
bank of the river very many trees on the one side and on the other. And he
said to me, ““This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into
the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water
will become fresh. And wherever the river goes, every living creature that
swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there,
that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the
river goes. Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it
will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds,
like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not become
fresh; they are to be left for salt. And on the banks, on both sides of the
river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither,
nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and
their leaves for healing.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 84:1-7

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, *
O Lord of hosts!

2 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; *
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, *
where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, *

ever singing your praise! Selah

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, *
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs;
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the early rain also covers it with pools.

7 They go from strength to strength; *
each one appears before God in Zion.

We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:3-14

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of
God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 1s Lord” except

in the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each 1s given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one 1s given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and
all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one
member but of many.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: John 4:7-30

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that 1s saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty
or have to come here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you
now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation 1s from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and 1s now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us
all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”



Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?” So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to
the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



