The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that bringing forth in
abundance the fruit of good works, they may be abundantly rewarded when
our Savior Jesus Christ comes to restore all things; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



First Lesson: Jeremiah 2:1-13

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Go and proclaim in the hearing
of Jerusalem, Thus says the Lord, “I remember the devotion of your youth,
your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness, in a land not
sown. Israel was holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his harvest. All who ate of
it incurred guilt; disaster came upon them, declares the Lord.”

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the clans of the house
of Israel. Thus says the Lord: “What wrong did your fathers find in me

that they went far from me, and went after worthlessness, and became
worthless? They did not say, ‘Where 1s the Lord who brought us up from the
land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a
land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that none passes through, where
no man dwells?’

And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and its good things.
But when you came in, you defiled my land and made my heritage an
abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who handle
the law did not know me; the shepherds transgressed against me; the
prophets prophesied by Baal and went after things that do not profit.

“Therefore I still contend with you, declares the Lord, and with your
children’s children I will contend. For cross to the coasts of Cyprus and see,
or send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has been such a thing.
Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people
have changed their glory for that which does not profit. Be appalled, O
heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the Lord, for my
people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of
living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can
hold no water.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 42

1

As a deer pants for flowing streams, *
so pants my soul for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. *
When shall I come and appear before God?

My tears have been my food day and night, *
while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?”

These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go
with the throng and lead them in procession to the house of God *
with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping
festival.

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil
within me? *

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my
God.

My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you *
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.

Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; *
all your breakers and your waves have gone over me.

By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, *
and at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.

I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten mer *
Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the
enemy?”



10 As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, *
while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?”

11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil
within me? *
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my
God.

We say together:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Second Lesson: Revelation 21:1-7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God 1s with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water
of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I
will be his God and he will be my son.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel: John 4:7-30

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that 1s saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty
or have to come here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you
now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation 1s from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and 1s now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us
all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”



Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?” So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to
the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ.



